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Ben & Jerryõs Progressive Social Mission
ģWeńhaveńańprogressive,ńnonpartisanńsocialńmissionńthatńseeksńtońmeetńhumanńneedsńandńeliminateń
injusticesńinńourńlocal,ńnationalńandńinternationalńcommunitiesńbyńintegratingńtheseńconcernsń
intońourńday-to-dayńbusinessńactivities.ńOurńfocusńisńonńchildrenńandńfamilies,ńtheńenvironmentń
andńsustainableńagricultureńonńfamilyńfarms.

ģWeńseekńandńsupportńnonviolentńwaysńtońachieveńpeaceńandńjustice.ńWeńbelieveńgovernmentń
resourcesńareńmoreńproductivelyńusedńinńmeetingńhumanńneedsńthanńinńbuildingńandńmaintainingń
weaponsńsystems.

ģWeństriveńtońshowńańdeepńrespectńforńhumanńbeingsńinsideńandńoutsideńourńcompanyńandńforń
theńcommunitiesńinńwhichńtheyńlive.Ĥ

Israelõs Settlement Mission in Occupied Palestine
ģWeġllńmakeńańpastramińsandwichńofńthem.ńWeġllńinsertńaństripńofńJewishńsettlementńbetweenń
theńPalestinians,ńandńthenńanotherństripńofńJewishńsettlement,ńrightńacrossńtheńWestńBank,ńsoń
thatń inń 25ńyearsġń time,ń neitherń theńUnitedńNations,ń norń theńUnitedń States,ń nobody,ńwillń beń
ableńtońtearńitńapart.Ĥń--ńArielńSharon,ńFormerńGeneralńandńPrimeńMinisterńofńIsraelńandńmajorń
proponentńofńbuildingńillegalńsettlementsń inńtheńOccupiedńPalestinianńTerritory,ńspeakingńtoń

WinstonńChurchillńIII,ń1973.

2013 U.N. Report on Israeli Settlements in the Occupied Palestinian Territory
ģInformationń gatheredń byń theń [fact-finding]ń Missionń showń thatń someń privateń entitiesń haveń
enabled,ńfacilitatedńandńprofitedńfromńtheńconstructionńandńgrowthńofńtheńsettlements,ńeitherń
directlyńorńindirectly.

ģIsraelń must,ń inń complianceń withń articleń 49ń ofń theń Fourthń Genevań Convention,ń ceaseń allń
settlementńactivitiesńwithoutńpreconditions.ńInńadditionńitńmustńimmediatelyńinitiateńańprocessń
ofńwithdrawalńofńallńsettlersńfromńtheńOPT.

ģPrivateńcompaniesńmustńassessńtheńhumanńrightsńimpactńofńtheirńactivitiesńandńtakeńallńnecessaryń
stepsńĞń includingńbyń terminatingń theirńbusinessń interestsń inń theń settlementsńĞń tońensureń theyń
areńnotńadverselyń impactingń theńhumanńrightsńofń theńPalestinianńPeopleń inńconformityńwithń
internationalńlawńasńwellńasńtheńGuidingńPrinciplesńonńBusinessńandńHumanńRights.Ĥ

--ńReportńbyńtheńUnitedńNationsńindependentńinternationalńfact-findingńmissionńtońinvestigateń
theńimplicationsńofńtheńIsraelińsettlementsńonńtheńcivil,ńpolitical,ńeconomic,ńsocialńandńculturalń
rightsńofńtheńPalestinianńpeopleńthroughoutńtheńOccupiedńPalestinianńTerritory,ńincludingńEastń
Jerusalem.ńPublishedńJanuaryń31,ń2013.
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Executive Summary
Inń2011,ńVermontersńforńańJustńPeaceńinńPalestine/Israelń(VTJP),ńwithńhelpńfromńJewishńIsraelińandń
Palestinianńactivists,ńconductedńanńinvestigationńintońBen & JerryõsńbusinessńpracticesńinńIsraelńandń
inń theń occupiedńPalestinianń territoryń (oPt).ńWeń learnedń thatń thisń sociallyń responsibleń company,ń
headquarteredńinńSouthńBurlington,ńVermont,ńhasńcommercialńtiesńtońillegalńIsraelińsettlementsńinń
theńoccupiedńWestńBankńandńEastńJerusalem.ńMoreover,ńinń2010,ńasńtheńoccupationńenteredńitsń44thń
yearńandńtheńsettlementńenterpriseńbecameńmoreńentrenched,ńtheńcompanyńopenedńańnewńfactoryńinń
Israelńandńannouncedńplansńtońexpandńtheńnumberńofńscoopńshopsńthere.

IsraelġsńoccupationńforcesńandńsettlersńperpetrateńmanyńcrimesńagainstńtheńPalestinianńpeopleğlandń
andńwaterńtheft,ńforcedńdispossessionńandńhomeńdemolitions;ńdestructionńofńfarmńland,ńoliveńgrovesń
andńfruitńtrees;ńarbitraryńarrestsńandńdetentions;ńkillings,ńtortureńandńactsńofńterror;ńclosures,ńcurfews,ń
checkpointsńandńańmassiveńSeparationńWallńcomplex;ńseparateńroadsńandńlegalńsystemsń(oneńforńJews,ń
theńotherńforńArabs);ńandńdenialńofńtheńrightsńofńPalestinianńrefugees.ńPerńtheń2013ńU.N.ńReportń
onńIsraelińsettlementsńquotedńabove,ńweńbelieveńBenń&ńJerryġsńoperationsńinńIsraelńandńitsń illegalń
settlementsńmakeńitńeconomicallyńcomplicit,ńdirectlyńorńindirectly,ńinńtheseńcrimes.ńFurther,ńVTJPń
suspectsńthatńtheńcompanyġsńfactoryńinńIsrael,ńlikeńmanyńIsraelińbusinessesńandńcommunities,ńmayń
beńbenefittingńfromńtheńillegalńexpropriationńofńwaterńfromńtheńlargestńaquiferńinńtheńWestńBank,ń
theńJordanńRiver,ńorńboth.

Occupation & Colonialism Have No Place In Ben & Jerryõs Social Mission
Benń&ńJerryġsńsocialńmissionńrepresentsńańformalńcommitmentńtońpeace,ńeconomicńjustice,ńsocialń
equalityńandńtheńhealthńofńtheńenvironment.ńTheńcompanyġsńadvertisementsńproclaimńģpeaceĤńandń
ģlove.ĤńRespectfully,ń theńcompanyńcannotńbeń trueń toń theseńvaluesńwhileń itń isń investingń inń Israel,ń
anńoccupyingńpowerńthatńflauntsńinternationalńlaw,ńandńseekingńmaterialńgainńfromńcommerceńinń
illegalńsettlements.ńAnńestimatedń500,000ńIsraelińsettlersńareńembeddedńinńraciallyńexclusive,ńfortifiedń
coloniesńinńtheńWestńBankńandńEastńJerusalem,ńandńtheirńnumbersńareńgrowing.ńTheirńmanyńprivilegesń
includeńbeingńableńtońbuyńBenń&ńJerryġsńiceńcreamńfromńsupermarketńchainsńandńbeingńcateredńtoń
atńsocialńfestivitiesńbyńtheńcompanyġsńpartyńcarts.ńTheńiceńcreamńisńmadeńatńBenń&ńJerryġsńfactoryń
nearńKiryatńMalachi,ńańcityńinńIsrael,ńwhichńwasńfoundedńonńlandńforciblyńtakenńfromńPalestiniansń
inń1948.1

CompanyńshopsńinńIsrael,ńlikeńtheirńAmericanńcounterparts,ńscoopńsomethingńsweetńwithńańdollopń
ofńsocialńconsciousness.ńButńtheseńvenuesńareńjustńańshortńdriveńfromńoccupiedńPalestinianńcitiesńandń
villages,ńmanyńofńwhichńhaveńbeenńeconomicallyńcrippledńbyńlandńconfiscations,ńclosureńpolicies,ń
militaryńincursionsńandńrestrictionsńonńmovement.ńDistributorsńofńBenń&ńJerryġsńiceńcream,ńonńtheń
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otherńhand,ńsendńtrucksńroutinelyńfromńIsraelńintońtheńWestńBankńandńEastńJerusalem.ńPalestiniansń
mustńwaitńforńhours,ńsometimesńdays,ńatńmilitaryńcheckpoints,ńwhereńitńisńańcommonńexperienceńtoń
beńhumiliated,ńarrested,ńthreatened,ńbeatenńandńshotńbyńsoldiers,ńandńforńtheirńdailyńactivitiesńtońbeń
severelyńdisruptedńorńcurtailedńbyńIsraelińsettlers.ńWhatńdoesńitńsayńaboutńBenń&ńJerryġsńandńIsraelń
thatńitńisńfarńeasierńforńańJewishńsettlerńtońbuyńańpintńofńiceńcreamńthanńitńisńforńańPalestinianńwomanń
tońgetńtońworkńorńtońtakeńherńchildńtońańhospitalńforńańlifesavingńcancerńtreatment?

A Plea for Justice: From Occupied Palestine to Ben & Jerryõs in Vermont
VTJPġsńoppositionńtońBenń&ńJerryġsńbusinessńdealingsń inń IsraelńandńtheńoPtń isńmotivatedńbyńtheń
graveńhumanńrightńviolationsńbeingńcommittedńbyńtheńStateńofńIsrael.ńWeńareńalsońawareńthatńinń2005ń
Palestinianńcivilń societyńcalledń forńańboycott,ńdivestmentńandńsanctionsń (BDS)ńcampaign)ńagainstń
Israelńuntilńitńcompliedńwithńthreeńrightsńcodifiedńinńinternationalńlaw:

VTJPńmadeńextensiveńeffortsń tońcommunicateńandńmeetńwithńcompanyńexecutives.ńWeńdeferredń
releasingń thisń reportń forń someń timeńbecauseńweńbelievedń thatńBenń&ń Jerryġsń shouldńbeńgivenńanń
opportunityńtońrespondńtońourńconcernsńandńtońtakeńactionńcommensurateńwithńitsńsocialńmission.ń
Thisńreportńdoesńnotńincludeńańchapterńdetailingńourńcommunicationsńandńdirectńengagementńwithń
theńcompanyńoverńtheńpastńtwońyears.ńHere,ńthough,ńinńbrief,ńisńwhatńtranspired.

AfterńfiveńlettersńfromńVTJPğtheńfirstńwasńmailedńinńMarch,ń2011,ńtońtheńcompanyġsńfoundersğBenń
&ńJerryġsńCEOńJosteinńSolheim,ńDirectorńofńGlobalńSocialńMissionńRobńMichalakńandńBoardńofń
DirectorsńPresidentńJeffńFurmanńconsentedń tońańmeetingńatńcompanyńheadquartersńonńAprilń26,ń
2012ń (Mr.ńFurman,ńwhońlivesń inńNewńYorkńState,ńparticipatedńbyńtelephone).ńTheńmeetingńwasń
frank,ńwideńrangingńandńcordial.ńVTJPńwasńtoldńcontractualńoversightńofńtheńIsraelińfranchiseńrestsń
exclusivelyńwithńBenń&ńJerryġsńinńVermontń(notńwithńUnilever,ńitsńparentńcompany),ńandńthatńtheń
contractńwasńupńforńre-negotiationńinń2012.ńItńwasńourńimpressionńthatńcompanyńexecutivesńwereń
genuinelyńsurprisedńwhenńtoldńthatńtheńIsraelińfactoryńwasńcateringńtońJewishńsettlersńwithńpartyń
carts.ńMr.ńSolheimńdidńnotńdisputeńourńassertionńthatńtheńcompanyńwasńsellingńandńmarketingńinń
theńsettlements,ńbutńaskedń forń timeńtońreflectńonńourń findingsńandńtońconsiderń futureńoptionsń inń
respectńtońtheńfranchiseńinńIsrael,ńwhichńincludedńpotentialńramificationsńunderńthatńcountryġsńanti-
boycottńlawńshouldńBenń&ńJerryġsńcloseńtheńfactoryńorńprohibitńsalesńtońJewishńsettlements.ńItńalsoń
wantedń tońassessń theń impactńofń suchńdecisionsńonń theirń Israeliń licensee,ńAvińZinger,ńwhoń isńwellń
regardedńandńhasńpersonalń tiesń tońcompanyńfounderńBenńCohen.ńMr.ńSolheimńalsońconsentedńtoń

1.ń Endingń itsń occupationń andń colonizationń ofń allń Arabń landsń andń dismantlingń itsń
SeparationńWallńcomplex;

2.ńRecognizingńtheńfundamentalńrightsńofńtheńArab-PalestinianńcitizensńofńIsraelńtoń
fullńequality;ńand

3.ńRespecting,ńprotectingńandńpromotingńtheńrightsńofńPalestinianńrefugeesńtońreturnń
tońtheirńhomesńandńpropertiesńasństipulatedńinńUnitedńNationsńResolutionń194.2
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bringńourńconcernsńtońtheirńBoardńofńDirectorsńatńthatńbodyġsńMayńmeetingńinńLondon.ńBeyondńthis,ń
nońassurancesńwereńgivenńbyńtheńcompany,ńotherńthanńańcommitmentńtońtalkńwithńusńagainńafterń
conferringńwithńtheńBoard.ńSubsequently,ńańsecondńmeetingńwasńscheduledńforńJulyń19.ńRegrettably,ń
theńcompanyńcancelledńthatńmeetingńatńtheńlastńminuteńcitingńunspecifiedńģschedulingńconflicts.Ĥń
Threeńmonthsńlater,ńinńOctober-November,ńJeffńFurman,ńańlong-timeńanti-racismńactivist,ńtraveledń
tońtheńWestńBankńandńEastńJerusalemńwithńańdelegationńofńAmericanńcivilńrightsńleaders.ńHeńmetń
withńPalestinianńandńIsraelińanti-occupationńandńBDSńactivistsńandńsawńfirst-handńtheńconsequencesń
ofńmoreńthanń45ńyearsńofńmilitaryńoccupationńandńsettlerńcolonization.3ńVTJPńwasńheartenedńbyń
Mr.ń Furmanġsń tripń toń occupiedń Palestineń andń impressedń byń hisń desireń toń learnńmoreń aboutń theń
occupation.ńWeńhadńrequestedńofńtheńcompany,ńinńfact,ńthatńitńsendńitsńCEO,ńBoardńDirectorsńandń
topńmanagementńpersonnelńtońtheńoPtńtońassessńtheńsituationńonńtheńground.ńMr.ńFurmanġsńtripńtoń
theńoPt,ńweńwereńtold,ńwasńańģpersonalĤńoneğnotńformallyńundertakenńonńbehalfńofńBenń&ńJerryġs.ńń
HeńalsońpaidńańvisitńtońtheńcompanyġsńfactoryńinńIsrael.

VTJPńhasńbeenńassuredńmultipleńtimesńthatńańsecondńmeetingńwithńBenń&ńJerryġsńexecutivesńwillń
happen.ńMr.ńFurman,ń forńhisńpart,ń spokeńwithńVTJPńactivistsńviańtelephoneńinńJanuaryńtońshareń
informationńandńimpressionsńfromńhisńtripńtońtheńMiddleńEast.ńThatńconversation,ńwhichńweńdeeplyń
appreciated,ńwasń illuminatingńbutń alsoń unofficial;ńMr.ńFurmanńmadeń clearń heńwasń notń speakingń
forńtheńcompanyńorńtheńBoardńofńDirectors.ńItńwasńequallyńclearńheńwasńdeeplyńmovedńbyńwhatńheń
experiencedńinńtheńoPt.ńJustńtheńsame,ńtheńcompanyńhasńnotńchangedńcourse.

Withńnońimmediateńprospectńofńactionńbyńtheńcompany,ńorńevenńdiscernibleńinterestńinńcontinuedń
dialogueńwithńVTJPńbyńitsńexecutivesńorńBoardńasńańwhole,ńweńareńcompelledńtońpublishńtheńfactsń
asńweń understandń themń aboutńBenń&ń Jerryġsń commercialń complicityń inń Israelġsń occupationń andń
settlementńregime.ńWeńalsońcallńonńVermontersńandńpeopleńofńconscienceńeverywhereńtońcontactńtheń
companyńandńurgeńitńtońtakeńtheńfollowingńmeasuresńuntilńIsraelġsńoccupationńandńcolonizationńofń
Palestinianńlandsńisńterminatedńinńcomplianceńwithńinternationalńlaw:

Tońbeńclear,ńVTJPńisńnotńcallingńforńańboycottńofńBenń&ńJerryġs.ńWeńcontinueńtońadvocateńasńwellń
thatńtheńcompanyńsendńitsńCEO,ńtheńheadńofńitsńGlobalńSocialńMissionńandńitsńBoardńofńDirectorsńtoń
OccupiedńPalestineńtońlearnńwhyńitńisńmorallyńimperativeńandńconsistentńwithńitsńsocialńmissionńtoń
severńcommercialńtiesńtońIsraelńandńitsńillegalńsettlements.

1.ńEndń theńmarketing,ń cateringń andń salesńofńBenń&ń Jerryġsńproductsń inń Israelń andń
Jewish-onlyńsettlementsńinńoccupiedńEastńJerusalemńandńtheńWestńBank.

2.ńStopńmanufacturingńiceńcreamńinńIsrael.

3.ń Issueń ań statementń (a)ń callingń forń anń endń toń Israelġsń occupationń andń settlementń
enterpriseńandń(b)ńappealingńdirectlyńtońotherńsociallyńresponsibleńcompaniesńtońdoń
likewiseńandńtońceaseńbusinessńoperationsńinńIsraelńandńitsńillegalńsettlements.
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Part 1: Ben & Jerryõs in Israel and Occupied Palestine
VermontersńforńańJustńPeaceńinńPalestine/Israelń(www.vtjp.org)ńconductedńanńinvestigationńinń2011ń
intońtheńbusinessńpracticesńofńBen & Jerryõsń inńIsraelńandńinńtheńOccupiedńPalestinianńTerritoryń
(oPt).ń Theń Vermont-basedń companyń producesń premiumń iceń creamń andń otherń dessertń products.ń
Additionally,ń itń isń ań vocalń leaderń inń theń ģvalues-basedĤń businessńmovement,ń advocatingń forń andń
fundingńańhostńofńsocialńjustice,ńanti-warńandńenvironmentalńcauses.ńMostńrecently,ńitńhasńvigorouslyń
supportedńtheńnationalńOccupyńWallńStreetńMovement,ńwhichńgarneredńsubstantialńmediańattention.ń
OurńinterestńinńBenń&ńJerryġsńwasńarousedńwhenńweńdiscoveredńthatńitsńparentńcompany,ńUnilever,ń
hadńbeenń theń focusń ofń ań anti-occupationń campaignń sinceń 2006ńbasedń inń theńNetherlands.ńUnderń
publicń pressure,ńUnileverń announcedń inń 2011ń itńwouldń relocateń ań subsidiaryń operationń (ģBeigelń
andńBeigelĤ)ńfromńtheńWestńBankńtońIsrael.4ńOnńFebruaryń4,ń2013,ńtheńcompanyńissuedńaństatementń
sayingńthatńtheńsubsidiaryġsńproductionńlineńatńitsńsnackńandńpretzelńfactoryńinńtheńillegalńsettlementń
ofńArielńwasńnońlongerńoperationalńandńhadńbeenńmovedńtońtheńIsraelińcityńofńSafed.5ń

Inń 2010,ń accordingń toń Israeliń pressń reports,ń Benń &ń
Jerryġsń investedń approximatelyń $2ń millionń toń buildń ań
newń iceń creamń plantń nearń theń southernń Israeliń cityń ofń
KiryatńMalachi,ń aboutń30ńmilesńwestńofń Jerusalem,ńandń
announcedńplansńtońopenń16ńice-creamńparlorsńandńkiosksń
acrossńtheńcountry.6ńVTJPńwasństunnedńtońlearnńthatńoneń
ofń theń worldġsń mostń sociallyń consciousń corporationsń
wasńdeepeningńitsńcommercialńactivitiesńinńIsraelńasńthatń
countryńwasń intensifyingń itsń settler-colonialń policiesń inń
EastńJerusalemńandńtheńWestńBank,ńandńimposingńańsiegeń
onńGaza.ń Benń&ń Jerryġsń investmentsń inń Israelń goń backń
moreńthanń20ńyears,ńandńinńańmeetingńinńApril,ń2012,ńwithńCEOńJosteinńSolheim,ńVTJPńwasńtoldń
thatńtheńcontractualńrelationshipńwithńtheńIsraelińfranchiseńisństillńmanagedńbyńexecutivesńinńSouthń
BurlingtonğnotńbyńUnilever.ńMostńdisturbingly,ńfieldńresearchńinńtheńoPtńinńtheńsummerńofń2011ń
byńańVTJPńmemberńdocumentedńthatńiceńcreamńproducedńatńBenń&ńJerryġsńfactoryńinńIsraelńisńbeingń
soldńandńcateredńtońJewishńsettlersńinńoccupiedńEastńJerusalemńandńtheńWestńBank.ń
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2. Illegal Israeli Settlements, International Law & U.S. Foreign Policy
IsraelġsńsettlementńprojectńinńtheńPalestinianńterritoriesńviolatesńArticleń49(6)ńofńtheńFourthńGenevań
Convention,ńwhichńdeclaresńthatńģ[t]he Occupying power shall not deport or transfer parts of its 
own civilian population into the territory it occupiesĤń7ń[emphasisńadded].ńTheńcommentaryńtońtheń
Conventionńexplainsńthatńthisńprovisionńwasńintendedńģtońpreventńańpracticeńadoptedńduringń
theńSecondńWorldńWarńbyńcertainńpowers,ńwhichńtransferredńportionsńofńtheirńownńpopulationń
tońoccupiedńterritoryńforńpoliticalńandńracialńreasonsńorńinńorder,ńasńtheyńclaimed,ńtońcolonizeń
thoseńterritories.ńSuchńtransfersńworsenedńtheńeconomicńsituationńofńtheńnativeńpopulationńandń
endangeredńtheirńseparateńexistenceńasńańrace.Ĥ8ń

TheńtransferńofńsettlersńtońoccupiedńterritoryńbyńanńoccupyingńpowerńisńalsońańwarńcrimeńunderńArticleń
8(2)(b)(viii)ńofńtheń1998ńRomeńStatuteńofńtheńInternationalńCriminalńCourt.9ńńMoreover,ńtheńUNń
SecurityńCouncilńandńGeneralńAssembly,ńtheńHighńContractingńPartiesńtońtheńGenevańConventions,ń
theńInternationalńCommitteeńofńtheńRedńCross,ńandńmostńlegalńscholarsńhaveńconcludedńthatńIsraelġsń
settlementsńinńtheńoPtńcontraveneńinternationalńlaw.10ńTheńInternationalńCourtńofńJusticeńdeclaredń
inńań2004ńdecisionńthatńģtheńIsraeliń settlementsń inńtheńOccupiedńPalestinianńTerritoryń(includingń
EastńJerusalem)ńhaveńbeenńestablishedńinńbreachńofńinternationalńlaw.Ĥ11

Israelġsń settlementsń inń theńoPt,ńpopulatedńbyńapproximatelyń500,000ń Jews,ńareńalsońatńoddsńwithń
officialńU.S.ńforeignńpolicy,ńdespiteńbillionsńofńdollarsńannuallyńinńAmericanńmilitaryńaidńtońIsrael.ńń
Betweenń1967ńandń1980,ńtheńJohnson,ńNixon,ńFordńandńCarterńadministrationsńassertedńthatńtheń
settlementsń wereń inń violationń ofń theń Fourthń Genevań Convention;ń subsequentń administrations,ń
beginningń withń Ronaldń Reaganń inń 1981,ń backedń awayń fromń publicń utterancesń thatń accentń theń
illegalityńofń theńsettlements,ńbutńexpressedńoppositionńtońthemńinńvaryingńdegreesńandńdescribedń
themń asń impedimentsń toń diplomacyń andńpeaceń negotiations.12ńMoreń recently,ń ourń currentńU.N.ń
Ambassador,ń SusanńRice,ń said,ń ģ[W]eń rejectń inń theń strongestń termsń theń legitimacyń ofń continuedń
Israelińsettlementńactivity.Ĥ13

Theseńsettlementsńareńańcentralńfeatureńofńwhatńańdistinguishedńteamńofńlegalńscholarsńhaveńcharacterizedń
asńģIsraelġsńgrandńpolicyńtońfragmentńtheńoPtńforńtheńpurposesńofńsegregationńandńdomination.ńThisń
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policyń isń evidencedńby:ń Israelġsń extensiveń appropriationńofńPalestinianń land,ńwhichń continuesń toń
shrinkńtheńterritorialńspaceńavailableńtońPalestinians;ńtheńhermeticńclosureńandńisolationńofńtheńGazań
StripńfromńtheńrestńofńtheńOPT;ńtheńdeliberateńseveringńofńEastńJerusalemńfromńtheńrestńofńtheńWestń
Bank;ńandńtheńappropriationńandńconstructionńpoliciesńservingńtońcarveńupńtheńWestńBankńintońanń
intricateńandńwell-servicedńnetworkńofńconnectedńsettlementsńforńJewish-Israelisńandńanńarchipelagoń
ofńbesiegedńandńnon-contiguousńenclavesńforńPalestinians.Ĥ14

Humanń Rightsń Watchń reportedń inń 2010ń thatń Israelġsń discriminatoryń policiesń inń theń occupiedń
territoriesńappearńtońbeńforńtheńpurposeńofńģpromotingńlifeńinńtheńsettlementsńwhileńinńmanyńinstancesń
stiflingńgrowthńinńPalestinianńcommunitiesńandńevenńforciblyńdisplacingńPalestinianńresidents.ńSuchń
differentńtreatment,ńonńtheńbasisńofńrace,ńethnicity,ńandńnationalńoriginńandńnotńnarrowlyńtailoredńtoń
meetńsecurityńorńotherńjustifiableńgoals,ńviolatesńtheńfundamentalńprohibitionńagainstńdiscriminationń
underńhumanńrightsńlaw.Ĥ15

ViolentńattacksńbyńsettlersńagainstńPalestiniansńareńańdailyńorńnearńdailyńoccurrence,ńaveragingń2.6ń
perńdayńinń2011.ńAccordingńtońaństudyńbyńTheńPalestineńCenter,ńsettlerńattacksńbetweenń2007ńandń
2011ńincreasedńbyń315%.16ńTheńmostńcommonńformsńofńsettlerńviolenceńinń2011ńwereńarson,ństoneń
throwing,ńshootings,ńvehicularńattacksńandńphysicalńassaults,ńwithńańnoticeableńincreaseńinńfiresńsetń
tońPalestinianńproperty.17

Benń &ń Jerryġsń embracesń ań progressiveń socialń missionń dedicatedń toń meetingń humanń needsń andń
eliminatingńinjustices,ńand,ńconsistentńwithńthatńmission,ńitńhasńsidedńpubliclyńwithńtheńOccupyńWallń
Streetńmovement.ńYetńitńisńoverseeingńandńexpandingńbusinessńinńIsrael,ńańcountryńsystematicallyń
orchestratingńtheńviolentńdispossessionńofńtheńPalestinianńpeople,ńtheńtheftńandńcolonizationńofńtheirń
ancestralńlands,ńandńtheńexpropriationńofńtheirńwaterńsources.ńBusinessńpracticesńinńIsraelńandńtheń
settlementsńinńtheńoPtńmakeńańmockeryńofńtheńcompanyġsńadmirableńsocialńmissionńandńlongńrecordń
ofńpublicńservice.ńTheyńalsońcontraveneńtheńUnitedńNationġsńģNormsńonńtheńResponsibilitiesńofń
TransnationalńCorporationsńandńOtherńBusinessńEnterprises.ĤńTheńlatterństipulatesńthatńcorporationsń
ģshallńnotńengageńinńnorńbenefitńfromńwarńcrimes,ń[or]ńcrimesńagainstńhumanity,Ĥ18ńnorńtakeńactionsń
thatńobstructńorńimpedeńeconomic,ńsocial,ńcultural,ńcivilńandńpoliticalńrights.19ń
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3. Investigating Ben & Jerryõs Business in Illegal Israeli Settlements

Ań U.S.ń citizenń affiliatedń withń VTJPń livedń inń occupiedń Eastń
Jerusalemń fromńMayń tońNovember,ń 2011ń (weġllń referń toń thisń
personń asń ģZĤ).ń Withń assistanceń fromń Jewishń Israeliń andń
Palestinianńactivists,ńZń investigatedń theń saleńofńBenń&ńJerryġsń
productsń inń Israeliń settlementsń andń anń industrialń parkń inń theń
oPt.ńThanksńtońtheseńefforts,ńVTJPńlearnedńthatńBenń&ńJerryġsń
iceńcream,ńmadeńinńIsrael,ńisńsoldńinńsettlementństoresńandńcateredń
privatelyńtońsettlers.ńWeńdońnotńknowńyetńtheńfullńscopeńofńthisń
enterpriseńnorńhowńlongńitńhasńbeenńgoingńon.ńButńweńcanńsafelyń
assertńthatńBenń&ńJerryġsńproductsńareńfound,ńatńtheńveryńleast,ń
inńlarge,ńwell-establishedńsettlements.ńWeńhopeńBenń&ńJerryġsń
willńshedńmoreńlightńonńitsńbusinessńinńtheńoPtğhowńextensiveń
itńis,ńtheńmoneyńitńearns,ńhowńitńisńmanaged,ńspecialńtaxńbreaksń
orńotherńinducementsńtheirńlicenseeńmayńreceiveńforńcontractingń
withńvenuesńinńtheńsettlements,ńwhyńandńwhenńtheyńsanctionedń
it,ńandńwhońinńtheńcompanyńauthorizedńit.

ZńvisitedńtheńsettlementsńofńGiloń (pop.ń29,559)ń
andń Pisgat Zeõevń (pop.ń 44,512)ń inń occupiedń
(Greater)ńEastńJerusalem,ńMaõale Adumimń(pop.ń
36,089),ńtheńthirdńlargestńJewishńsettlementńinńtheń
WestńBank,20ńandńtheńindustrialńparkńofńMishor 
Adumim,ńwhichń servicesńMaġaleńAdumim.ń (Ań
mapńofńtheńcentralńWestńBankńandńEastńJerusalemń
onńp.ń18ńidentifiesńtheirńlocation.)

Zń purchasedń andń photographedńBenń&ń Jerryġsń
iceń creamń inń settlementń supermarkets.ń Zń alsoń
photographedń Bedouinń encampmentsń underń
threatń ofń demolitionń inń theń vicinityń ofń theseń
settlementsń andń Palestinianń oliveń grovesń cutń

downńbyńIsraelińoccupationńforces.ńAtńZġsńbehest,ńańJewishńIsraelińactivistğweġllńcallńthisńpersonń
ģRĤğcontactedńBenń&ńJerryġsńheadquartersńinńIsraelńbyńe-mailńandńtelephone,ńandńconfirmedńthatń
itńwouldńdeliverńiceńcreamńtońtheńsettlementńofńMaġaleńAdumimńdeepńinńtheńWestńBank.ń(Theńe-
mailńcorrespondenceńbetweenńthisńpersonńandńańBenń&ńJerryġsńemployeeńinńIsrael,ńtranslatedńfromń
Hebrew,ńisńonńp.ń16.)ń
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